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SCREWCAPS NOT SUITABLE FOR QUALITY WINE

Wednesday 8 December 2004
Trinity Hill says screwcaps do not support quality winemaking.

Leading New Zealand wine producer has moved away from screwcaps after experience has
revealed that the technology does not support their quality winemaking technigues.
Proprietor, John Hancock, who has been making leading Chardonnays in New Zealand for 25
years, told writers at the launch of Trinity Hill’s prestige Homage range, “"Our experience with
screwcaps Is, frankly, that they reduce the quality of our better guality wines.”

Trinity Hill shifted to screwcaps after a surge In the incidence of TCA spoilage in their wines
obliged them to hold back the very good 2000 Chardonnay. For the 2001 vintage they used
screwcaps and found a ‘murkiness’ in the character of the 2001 Chardonnay that was not
apparent in the previous vintages, and has not recurred with the return to cork in 2002.

"1 think there are process that start during lees contact that continue after bottling,”
explained winemaker, Warren Gibson. “Under screwcap these don't seem to get the oxygen
they need to continue evolving .”

“Screwcaps really slow down the evolution of wine in bottle,” added Hancock. “And our wines
are already slow maturing, so for us screwcaps are no longer an option.”

“We still have problems with cork. Not just TCA, which is not the biggest problem to be
honest. Our issue with corks is their variability, so that any case will have as many as 12
wines at different stages of development. That is not good enough, se we are still working on
the problem,” he continued. '

"All I know is that screwcaps are not the answer for us.”
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Learn more about these Producers:
Trinity Hill
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Learn more about thase Countiries:
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